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Best Practices for Boaters and Boating Facilities During Covid19

The California State Parks Division of Boating and 
Waterways (DBW) works with cities, counties, and 
districts throughout the state to promote safe and 
clean boating access. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, DBW advises the boating community to 
follow public health guidelines consistent with the 
Governor’s Stay-at-Home Orders and local county 
public health departments. DBW has identified a set 
of COVID-19 best safety practices for boating facili-
ties and the boating community based on state and 
national guidelines. 

In the safety practices for boaters’ guidelines you will 
find information about physical distancing and boat-
ing, safe boating practices to keep in mind before 
heading to the water and while boating, how to prop-
erly inspect and clean your life jacket, and some clean 
and green boating tips. 

The boating facility safety guidelines include informa-
tion about safe practices around the facilities includ-
ing docks and boat launch ramps, fuel docks, sewage 
and dump stations, parking, restrooms and showers,  
and laundry facilities, as well as recommendations for 
multi-use equipment and life jackets, and how to com-
municate with your boaters.

These documents are for informational purposes only. 
These best practices are dynamic and DBW urges all 
boating facility operators and the boating public to 
know and follow local guidelines in addition to cus-
tomary navigation rules. 

Shelter Island, San Diego           Photo: Vivian Matuk (CA State Parks and CA Coastal Commission)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/nCOV2019.aspx
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30396
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30396
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/Best Practices for Boaters - COVID-19.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/Best Practices for BoatingFacilities FINAL 51420.pdf


California Clean Boating Resources
Make use of these free educational materials and services to support your clean boating practices.

Tools and Services:

• Get your Free California Boater Kit.
Key items of this comprehensive clean boat-
ing kit include oil absorbents, a fuel bib, the
“ABCs of Boating Laws,” Tidebooks, and
more. Take this quick online questionnaire
and receive one.

Southern California Boater Kit

• Universal Deck Adapter Kit.
Head to sfestuary.org/adapterkit/ to order
this free pollution prevention device and
learn how to use it from this video. Adapters
can also be bought online from marine supply
stores. Delivery delays are expected due to
COVID-19.

• Download the free Pumpout Nav App.
Find the closest operational pumpouts, dump
stations and floating restrooms, watch educa-
tional videos, report nonfunctional units, log
your pumpouts, and more.

• Los Angeles County Honey Pot Day Program.
This program offers one free mobile boat-
to-boat sewage pumpout via a voucher code
in exchange for participating in an educa-
tional quiz. To learn more and sign up, visit
honeypotday.org.

Continued on next page

Pumpout Nav is a free mobile app 
to help boaters find nearby pumpouts
Photo: San Francisco Estuary Partnership

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsgiz.mobi%2Fs3%2F2020-CA-Boater-Kit-Questionnaire-Virtual-Outreach-Efforts&data=02%7C01%7Cliz.juvera%40sfestuary.org%7C2a7eabb30d1e46a4745d08d7fb699bbd%7C0d1e7a5560f044919f2e363ea94f5c87%7C0%7C0%7C637254303337661756&sdata=%2BTQe0k6BsqNYwY6qNy0hGiHplRVsW5rCGel72bpwYOA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfestuary.org%2Fadapterkit%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cliz.juvera%40sfestuary.org%7C2a7eabb30d1e46a4745d08d7fb699bbd%7C0d1e7a5560f044919f2e363ea94f5c87%7C0%7C0%7C637254303337671755&sdata=yjKy5hDJvVQtkGH0f6bIPy5DqTghgjlMOKXaCxXlqmE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xz4s6RbePjI&feature=emb_logo
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29601
https://www.honeypotday.org/
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/dwkit1.jpg


California Clean Boating Resources - Continued from previous page

Printed Materials:
• San Francisco Bay Pumpout Guide and Map for 

Boaters (Español). 
Printed maps with pumpout locations throughout 
the Bay, with information on clean boating prac-
tices and regulations.

• Delta Pumpout Guide and Map for Boaters 
(Español).
Printed maps with pumpout locations throughout 
the Bay, with information on clean boating prac-
tices and regulations.

• San Francisco Clean Boating Map. 
This map features locations of marina-based pollu-
tion prevention services (used oil collection, sew-
age and bilge pumpout, marine battery collection, 
etc.), mobile boat-to-boat services, and more.

• Sacramento – San Joaquin Delta Map for 
Recreational Boating. 
This map features locations of marina-based pollu-
tion prevention services (used oil collection, sew-
age and bilge pumpout, marine battery collection, 
etc.), mobile boat-to-boat services and more.

• Environmental Boating Laws Every Recreational 
Boater Should Know. 
This brochure contains information on environmen-
tal boating laws for fuel and oil, sewage, disper-
sants, hazardous waste, plastic, and marine debris. 

To order copies these resources, 
email Vivian Matuk at vivian.matuk@coastal.ca.gov.

• Southern California Boater’s Guide. 
This book provides information about recreational 
opportunities within the 15 Southern California 
harbors including custom maps and harbor infor-
mation. Readers can find out how to obtain guest 
slips, the location of waste and pumpout facilities, 
information on entrance obstacles, and more. Hard 
copies can be ordered here. 

• Southern California Tide Calendar. 
This handy pocket-sized guide includes Southern 
California tide tables, sewage management tips, a 
list of boat-to-boat mobile pumpout services, ma-
rine protected area information, harbor resources, 
and more.

• When Nature Calls: California’s Vessel Sewage 
Guide. 
This publication gives information on proper boat 
sewage management, marine sanitation devices, 
regulations, pumpout instructions, green solutions, 
no discharge zones, and restricted water bodies. 

Also watch our educational clean boating videos:

• Oil Pollution Prevention video

• Fueling Pollution Prevention video 

• How to Use a Sewage Pumpout video 

• Boat Marine Sanitation Device and Y-valve video 

 

Resources created and provided by California State 
Parks and the California Coastal Commission, The San 
Francisco Estuary Partnership, and The Bay Founda-
tion, and partially funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust 
Fund.

https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Bay-English.pdf
https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Bay-English.pdf
https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Bay-Spanish.pdf
https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Delta-English.pdf
https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Delta-Spanish.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/146012_Clean Boating 102516 v18_R6.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/146011_Delta_Map-r4.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/146011_Delta_Map-r4.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/EnviroLaws Brochure.pdf
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/EnviroLaws Brochure.pdf
mailto:vivian.matuk@coastal.ca.gov
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/BoaterGuide_5th-Ed_FINAL_WEB-spread.pdf
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ORDER-FORM-5th-Edition.pdf
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Tide-Calendar_2020_101019-1-1.pdf
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/when-nature-calls_FINAL_2019_for-web.pdf
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/when-nature-calls_FINAL_2019_for-web.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNwKSOXCBbY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5Jx8m9hY3g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUo2S0FnkcU&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/Sdi4Nk1bzsg


Floating Restrooms, 
Benefit for Boaters and The Environment

The availability of floating restrooms for boaters’ use on lakes 
and reservoirs helps prevent sewage from entering our valuable 
waterways, as more than 1 million gallons of human waste is 
collected from these facilities each year. 

Funded by the California State Parks’ Division of Boating and 
Waterways and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Clean Vessel 
Act Program, floating restrooms are maintained by the local wa-
terbody manager. More than 260 floating restrooms have been 
placed on California lakes and reservoirs through this grant pro-
gram since 1972, and about 126 are currently deployed. Check 
this floating restroom map to find where unisex and Americans 
with Disabilities Act-compliant floating restrooms are deployed 
at various lakes and reservoirs in California, as well as to find 
out phone numbers and websites for each waterbody manager. 

Download the free Pumpout Nav App to identify where the 
nearest sewage pumpout, dump stations, and floating rest-
rooms are near you. Help keep our waterways clean and pris-
tine and use a floating restroom!

Note: Do you operate a California lake or reservoir open to the 
public? Visit this Division of Boating and Waterways webpage 
to learn how to apply for a grant under the Floating Restroom 
Grant Program. 

Floating Restrooms in Lake Berryessa
Photo: Karl Rose, CA State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways

Little Things That Matter
Clean Vessel Act Pumpout 
Performance Report
Although it’s best to use an onshore toilet 
when available, properly disposing of boat 
sewage at dump stations, pumpout stations, 
or with mobile pumpout services can also 
make a difference in water quality and pro-
tects the beautiful ocean we all enjoy. 

One toilet flush of untreated sewage from 
your boat can cause the same environmental 
impact as 10,000 flushes from your home 
toilet (San Francisco Regional Water Control 
Board, 2009). One boater’s contribution to 
the overall pollution problem adds up col-
lectively in a state with more than 4 million 
recreational boaters. 

That’s why Clean Vessel Act (CVA) grant-
ees for the State monitor public sewage 
pumpout stations throughout the state, 
to ensure boaters have reliable access to 
environmentally responsible sewage disposal 
options. The 2019 Pumpout Report high-
lights findings on the operability of pumpout 
stations annually. 

For grant funding opportunities and more 
information about sewage, dump station 
and floating restrooms visit California’s CVA 
coordinator website, the California State 
Park Division of Boating and Waterways.

California State Parks Division of Boating & 
Waterways Clean Vessel Act Education Pro-
gram and a Federal Clean Vessel Act grant 
through the Sport Fish Restoration Program 
fund this report. The report is produced by 
The Bay Foundation, San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership, and the California State Parks 
Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW).

CHANGING TIDE STAFF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
The Bay Foundation
www.santamonicabay.org
Victoria Gambale
vgambale@santamonicabay.org
(888)  301-2527

CALIFORNIA DELTA
San Francisco Estuary Partnership
www.sfestuary.org
Natasha Dunn
natasha.dunn@sfestuary.org
(415)  778-6687

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
California State Parks Division
of Boating and Waterways,
California Coastal Commission
www.BoatingCleanandGreen.com
Vivian Matuk
vivian.matuk@coastal .ca.gov
(415)  904-6905

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1B2GY9ThhD1jL4o3kwk9n1TG_1B7OsYXA&usp=sharing
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29601
https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29934
https://www.santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2019-Pumpout-Report_FINAL.pdf
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29195
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29195
http://www.santamonicabay.org
mailto:vgambale@santamonicabay.org
http://www.sfestuary.org
mailto:natasha.dunn@sfestuary.org
http://www.BoatingCleanandGreen.com
mailto:vivian.matuk@coastal.ca.gov



