y

What are
white abalone?/
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Why do we care
about them?




White abalone are
an endangered,
plant-eating
marine snail
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They were once
abundant before
overfishing nearly z
wiped them out 4=
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Now, their numbers are
low due to historic
overfishing, disease,
and poor reproduction
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White abalone are important
to our kelp forrests as they
compete with urchins for space.

This competition keeps urchins
/ from decimating the forrests

They also help clear’;/

space for other species y
to flourish in the kelp -

forrest as well! j
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White abalone are also This gives promise

culturally and to their overall
economically important . social .
in California.Their shells importance in the

future

and meat were
historically used for
subsistence and food




To learn more about
white abalone and
The Bay Foundation’s work
on abalone restoration,
visit our website at
www.santamonicabay.org




